
Morning Worship 

7th Sunday of Easter 

May 28, 2017, 10:00 a.m. 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

As the Prelude begins, we invite you into a period of quiet reflection  
as we gather as a community and prepare our hearts to worship God. 

PRELUDE In Memoriam Franz Schubert (1797-1828) 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  Rev. Cynthia Williams 

  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you.    

INTROIT Shout for Joy to the Lord  Hal Hopson  
  
* CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 86) Rebecca Guzman 

One:   Let the righteous be joyful; let them exult before God; let them be jubilant with 
joy. 

Many: Let all that have breath give glory to God. 
One: Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; lift up a song to our God who rides 

upon the clouds. 
Many: Let all that have breath give glory to God. 
One: Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears us up; God is our salvation. 
All: Let all that have breath give glory to God. 

* HYMN  To God Be the Glory No. 485 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

One:  Before God, with the people of God, I confess to my brokenness: to the ways I 
wound my life, the lives of others, and the life of the world. 

Many: May God forgive you, Christ forgive you, Christ renew you, and the spirit 
enable you to grow in love. 

One:  Amen. 
Many:  Before God, with the people of God, I confess to my brokenness, to the 

ways I wound my life, the lives of others, and the life of the world. 
One:  May God forgive you, Christ renew you, and the spirit enable you to grow in love. 
All:  Amen. 
 

Leader:  Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
redeemer.  Amen. 

* Please stand as you are able.   
Please silence all communication devices in the Sanctuary. 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

* RESPONSE OF PRAISE   Gloria Patri No. 567 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
 beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. Amen. Amen. 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

ANTHEM Our Morning Hymn of Praise  Austin C. Lovelace 
“The sun is on the land and sea, the new day has begun; 

Our morning hymn begins with thee, O blest Three in One; 
Our praise shall rise continually until the day is done. 

Thy love was ever in our view, like shining stars by night; 
Thy gifts are every morning new, O living God of light; 

Thy mercy, like the heavens’ blue, fills all our wondering sight. 
We do not know what grief or care each coming day may bring; 

The heart shall find some gladness there that ever loves its King; 
The life that serves thee everywhere can always sing!” 

Chancel Choir 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP   Rebecca Guzman 

As the children ages four years through third grade gather and recess to the Chapel for 
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to join in singing: 

What does the Lord require of you?  What does the Lord require of you? 
To seek justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.  

Congregation:  The peace of Christ be with you. 
Children:  And also with you. 

What does the Lord require of you?  What does the Lord require of you? 
To seek justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with your God. 

The children will return to join their families at the Doxology. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   Rev. Williams 

READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT John 17: 1-11 Pew Bible p. 111 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 SERMON    Glory Days Rev. Williams 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

* HYMN  Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts (v. 1-2, 4-5) No. 449 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Declaration of Faith IX (1) 
  Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

Christ calls us to be disciples.  In forming his people and sending them into the 
world Jesus called individuals to be disciples.  They were to share the joy of his 



companionship, to understand and obey his teachings, and to follow him in life and 
death.  We confess that Christians today are called to discipleship.  Life shared with 
Christ and shaped by Christ is God's undeserved gift to each of us.  It is also God's 
demand upon every one of us, never perfectly fulfilled by any of us.  Forgiven by 
God and supported by brothers and sisters, we strive to become more faithful and 
effective in our daily practice of the Christian life. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

. . . “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.” Amen. 

OFFERTORY The Love of Jesus Medley Bradbury/Gilbert/ 
 Audrey McConnell, piano Kaiser/Mark Hayes 
  
* DOXOLOGY  No. 592 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)   Rev. Williams 

Glorious God, everything that is given to us; rains forth out of the abundance of 
your love, even Jesus Christ our Lord.  Bless these gifts and our lives together 
that all we are and all we offer give glory to you; in the name of Christ, who is the 
way, truth, and life. Amen. 

 * HYMN  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling No. 376 

BEARING AND FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Rev. Williams 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 

 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, I can feel his mighty power and his 
grace. I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face. Surely the 
presence of the Lord is in this place.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds  
  Alexander Reinagle, 1836 
  arr. Paul Bouman (b. 1918) 
 
 

 

 



Worship Notes 

Please sign the Friendship Register as it is passed.  To update contact information in our 
database, contact smpcoffice@smpchome.org. 

MOBILE GIVING:  As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may give via credit 
card from your mobile device at www.SMPChome.org/GiveOnline. 

The flowers in the Sanctuary are offered to the glory of God by Kristin & Jeff Colson in 
honor of Kendal’s 13th birthday and in memory of loved ones. 

We light a candle today to celebrate the birth of Caroline Avery Trimmer born 
May 22, 2017.  Congratulations to her parents Christy and Dan Trimmer and 
big brother Graham. 

The Session of South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church will meet June 25 at 11:15 a.m. in the 
Chapel to receive new members.  If you have interest in membership, please speak to one of 
the pastors following today’s service.  

Worship Teams  
Ushers: Bob Tyler, Sr., Head Usher; Bob Cushman, Peggy Merritt, Alice Tyler,  
Gwen & Mark Volker 
A/V: Bruce Kroeschell 

Hospitality Teams 
Greeters:  Barbara Goodman, Betty Saleeba 
Welcome Center Host:  Linda Thompson 
Coffee Grounds Hosts:  Ellen & Robert Clark, Emily Williams 

Note to Parents:  We offer childcare for infants through kindergarten in their Sunday school 
classrooms each Sunday during the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service. Please drop off your 3 and 
4 year olds in room 5, and kindergarteners in room 10. Additional information or questions, 
contact Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation, Rebecca@smpchome.org. 

We invite you to take home your SMPC Weekly as a reference to future opportunities to 
become more engaged in the life of our faith community. 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  matt@smpchome.org 
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation rebecca@smpchome.org 
Audrey McConnell, Director of Music audrey.mcconnell@gmail.com 
Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl, Director of Youth Ministry jessica@smpchome.org 
Rev. Cynthia Williams, Associate Pastor cynthia.williams@smpchome.org 
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8601 Bryant Farms Rd., Charlotte, NC 28277 
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